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1. ITOLD YOU THAT A SYL-LA BLE IS A P
A WORD.
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NOW, CAN YOU TELL ME WHAT A LET-TER 87

IF YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT A LET-TER I8, T MUST
TELL YOU.

A LET-TER I$ THE PIC-TURE OF A SOUND SUCH AS
WE MAKE WHEN WE SPEAK OR READ; AND THAT
SOUND 6 A WORD, OR A PART OF A WORD.

BUT I HAVE TOLD YOU BE-FORE THAT IT IS NOT
SUCH A PIC-TURE AS A PIC-TURE OF A HORSE, OR

THE PIC-TURE OF A COW OR OF A HOUSE;
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BE-CAUSE THE PIC-TURE OF A HORSE LOOKS LIKE
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A HORSE BUT THE PIC-TURE OE A SOUND DOES
NOT LOOK LIKE A SOUND.

iT 1§ MORE PROP-ER TO SAY THAT iT i€ A MARK
WEIECH STANDS FOR A SOUND THAN TO SAY iT 1§
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THE PIC-TURE OF A SOUND; BUT I CALL IT A
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PIC-TURE BE-CAUSE T THINK YOU WILL
UN-DER-STAND IT BET-TER.

NOW, T wisH YOU TO LOOK AT THE WORDS WAICH
YOU READ, AND SEE THAT SOME OF THEM HAVE
BUT ONE PART, OR SYL-LA-BLE, AND THAT SOME
OF THEM HAVE TWO, THREE, FOUR, AND MORE
SYL-LA-BLES.

AND IF YOU LOOK AT THE SYL-LA-BLES, YOU WILL
SEE THAT SOME OF THEM HAVE BUT ONE LET-TER,
SOME HAVE TWO LET-TERS, SOME HAVE THREE,
FOUR, OR MORE LET-TERS IN THEM.

2. AND ONE THING MORE T WisH YOU TO SEE,
WHEN YOU READ IN THIS BOOK, OR WHEN YOU
READ ANY-THING ELSE; AND THAT 18, THAT SOME
OF THE LET-TERS WHICH BE-LONG TO SOME
SYL-LA-BLES DO NOT STAND FOR ANY SOUND IN
THE WORD, BUT THAT THE WORD I§ PRO-NOUNCED
AS IT WOULD BE WITH-OUT SUCH LET-TERS iN
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THE WORD WHICH IS SPELLED SEA 15
PRO-NOUNCED AS IF IT WERE SPELLED S E; BUT
IT AL-WAYS MUST BE SPELLED WITH AN A,
AL-THOUGH THE A T§ ST-LENT, OR HAS NO SOUND
N THE WORD.

AND THE WORD WHICH WE CALL DET T8 SPELLED
DEBT;BUT THE B 1§ Nc")T SOUND-ED, AND

.« AIR > - Z K <«

THERE-FORE IT IS CALLED A SI-LENT LET-TER.

NOW, TF YOU WILL TRY TO RE-MEM-BER WHAT I
HAVE TOLD YOU A-BOUT THESE ST-LENT

LET-TERS, T THINK YOU WILL BE A-BLE TO READ
VER-Y WELL, IN A SHORT TIME; AND T SUP-POSE
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YOU WILL BE VER-Y GLAD WHEN YOU ARE A-BLE
TO READ PRET-TY STORIES IN BOOKS.
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THE SI-LENT LET-TERS WEECH ARE USED iIN
SPELL-ING MA-NY WORDS ARE VER-Y PUZ-ZLING
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TO LIT-TLE BOYS AND GIRLS WHEN THEY ARE

LEARN-ING TO READ; BUT I HOPE THAT THE GOOD
LIT- TLE BOY OR GIRL WHO IS NOW READ-ING THIS
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LES-SON WILL TRY VER-Y HARD TO REC-OL-LECT
HOW ALL THE WORDS ARE SPELT; AND THAT THE
TEACH-ER WILL RE-QUIRE EV-ERY PU-PIL TO BE
A-BLE TO SPELL EV-ERY WORD THAT I8 READ. BY
sO DO-ING, THE PU-PIL WILL LEARN TO READ
MUCH FAST-ER, AND IN A SHORT TIME HARD
WORDS$ WILL CEASE TO TROU-BLE HiMm.



